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The castle and the territory; castles or building belonging to the migrant pupils’ culture.

We have so many, many castles in Europe!

An estimate of 20.000 to 25.000 castles. Most of them are ruins. Of some only a few stones are left standing,
and so many of them are so intensely evocative of past times...

But even beyond Europe we can find castles.
And beyond castles, there are so many important and splendid buildings across the world!

Since, at the Maroni school, we have students who bring the richness of other cultures, we have been
researching on some castles and buildings in Lebanon, Romania and Sri Lanka.

Are there similarities between Cyprus and Lebanon, both countries overlooking the Mediterranean Sea and
sharing part of their history?

Are there castles in Romania? Are they beautiful?
And Sri Lanka in India.... Which buildings may be in this big island?

Let’s explore!
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Lebanon

Lebanon, officially the Republic of Lebanon, is a country in the region of West Asia. Situated at the
crossroads of the Mediterranean Basin and the Arabian Peninsula, it is bordered by Syria to the
north and east, Israel to the south, and the Mediterranean Sea to the west; Cyprus lies a short
distance from the coastline.

O AiBavog, emionua n Anpokpatia Tou ALBavou, ival pia xwpea otny MePLoXn TNG AUTIKAG
Aclag. Bploketal oto otaupodpopl tng Aekdvng tng Meooyeiov kal tng ApafLkng
Xepoovroou, cuvopeUEeL Ue TN Zupla ota Bopela Kol avaTtoAlkd, To lopanA ota voTLa Kot Th
Meoodyelo Odlacoa ota Sutikd. H KUmpog PBploketal o MIKPR amootocn omo tnv

OKTOYPOUA.
Lebanon total Area is 10,452 km2 — Cyprus total Area is 9,251 km2.... Almost the same dimension...

H ouvoAikr €ktaon tou AlBavou sivat 10.452 km2 — H cuvoAikr éktacn tng Kumpou eival
9.251 km?2... 2xedov (6La diaotaon...

Its capital is Beirut and it is the largest city. The total population is estimated to be more than
5,000,000 in 2024.

PWTEVOVOA TNG €lval N Bnputd kat givat n peyaAvtepn mOAN. O cuUVOALKOS MANBUGCUOG
EKTLUATAL OTL elval mavw amo 5.000.000 to 2024.

Lebanon's rich medieval heritage is illustrated by the many castles and fortresses built during the
Crusader period. Both Christians and Muslims built castles and fortifications to protect their
territories. One of the most famous is in the town of Tripoli.

H mAoUola pecalwvikn kAnpovopld tou AlBdvou amelkoviletal amd to MOAA KACTpaA Kol
dpoUpla Tou xtiotnkav Katd tnv nepiodo twv Ztaupodopwv. TOCO oL Xplotiovol 660 Kal oL
HOUGOUAUAVOL EXTLOOV KACTPA KOL OXUPWOELG YLO VA TipooTateloouv Ta edadn toug. Eva and
TOL TILO YVWOTA elval otnv MOAn tng TpimoAng.
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Tripoli is the largest and most important city in northern Lebanon and the second largest city in the
country. It is located 81 km north of the capital Beirut, the same distance between Maroni and Aya
Napa. Tripoli overlooks the eastern Mediterranean Sea. The Citadel of Tripoli is a fortification built
between 1102 and 1109 by Raymond of Saint-Gilles who was known for being the first nobleman
lead an army in the First Crusade.
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H TpimoAn elval n peyaAlutepn KoL O CNUAVTLIKI TTOAN Tou Bopelou AlBdavou kat n deltepn
peyaAUTepPN TOAN TNG XwpPac. Bploketal 81 xAu Bopela tng mpwievoucag Bnputou, tnv dla
anootacn Metafy Maroni kat Aya Napa. H TpumoAn €xel Béa otnv avatoAiky Meodyelo
©diaooa. H AkpomoAn tng TpimoAng eival po oxUpwon mou xtiotnke petafl 1102 kat 1109 amnod
tov Raymond tou Saint-Gilles, o omolo¢ ATav yvwotog wg 0 MPWTOC EVYEVAG TIOU NynoOnke
otpartou otnv MNpwtn Ztavpodopia.
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So, Lebabon was a place where Crusaders were passing through, occupying the territories and
building castles, just like in Cyprus!

O AiBaBwvag, Aoimmév, ATav &va PEPOC atrd OTTou TTEpvoUCaV Ol ZTaupoPopol,
KataAauBdvovTtag ta €ddgn Kal XTiCovTag KAoTpa, OTTwS Kal oTnv KuTrpo!

5|Page



St Co-funded by the
LR Erasmus+ Programme
i of the European Union

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those

of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or

POD CASTLE the European Education and Culture Executive Agency (EACEA). Neither the
European Union nor EACEA can be held responsible for them.

Romania

Romania is a country located at the crossroads of Central, Eastern and Southeast Europe. It borders
Ukraine to the north and east, Hungary to the west, Serbia to the southwest, Bulgaria to the south,
Moldova to the east, and the Black Sea to the southeast. The distance between Cyprus and Romania
is approximately 1300 km.

H Poupavia eival po xwpa mou Bploketal oto otoupodpout tTng Kevtplkng, AVOTOALKAG Kot
NotloavatoAwkng Eupwrmng. Xuvopelel pe tnv Oukpavia oto Bopelo Kol OVATOALKA, TV
Ouyyopia ota dutika, tn ZepPia ota votlodutikd, Tn BouAyapia ota votia, Tn MoAdaBia ota
avatoAka kat tn Maupn ©@dlacoo ota votloavatoAlka. H amootaon petafld Kompou kal
Poupaviag eivat mepimov 1300 km.

Romania total Area is 238,397km2 — Cyprus total Area is 9,251 km2. Romania is quite a large
country.

H ouvoAikn €ktaon tng Poupaviag sivat 238.397 km2 — H cuvoAikn €ktaon tng Kumpou sivat
9.251 km2. H Poupavia lvat po 0pKETA HEyOAn Xwpa.

Its capital is Bucharest and the total population is estimated to be around 20,000,000 in 2024.

MpwTteVOUOA TOU £lvall TO BOUKOUPEDTL KOl 0 GUVOALKOC TANBUCOC EKTLUATAL OTL Elval tepimou
20.000.000 to 2024.
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Romania's rich medieval heritage is perhaps best illustrated by the many castles and fortresses.
While castles built from the 14th to the 18th centuries are strong and austere fortresses built mainly
for defence against invaders, those erected beginning in the 19th century are imposing and
luxurious. One of the most popular is Bran Castle built in the mid 1300s. It is situated around 133 km
North West from the capital, Bucharest.

H mAolUola pecalwvikr) kKAnpovould tng Poupaviag ¢ailvetal lowg KaAUtepa amod Ta TTOAAQ
Kaotpa Kal dpoupla. Evw Ta KaoTpa mou xtiotnkav amno tov 140 €wg tov 180 altwva ivat Loxupa
Kol Altd ¢poupla mou XTioTnKav Kupiwg yla Apuva evAVTIO OTOUC £L0PBOAELG, auTA ToU
xtlotnkav amo tov 190 atwva ivat ermPAntika ko moAuteAn. Eva ano ta ro dnuodiAn ival to
KAotpo Bran mou xtiotnke ota péca tou 1300. Bpioketal nepimou 133 YAU BopeloSuTiKA amo
TNV MPWTEVOVOQ, TO BOUKOUPEDTL.
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The history of Bran Castle dates back to the 14th century, when it was built to protect Transylvania.
Later, it served as customs point for entry into Wallachia. In 1920, Queen Maria received the fortress
as a gift, renovated it and transformed it into this splendid castle.
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Sri Lanka

Sri Lanka, historically known as Ceylon, and officially the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri
Lanka, is an island country in South Asia. It lies in the Indian Ocean, southwest of the Bay of Bengal,
separated from the Indian peninsula by the Gulf of Mannar and the Palk Strait. The distance between
Cyprus and Sri lanka is approximately 5700 km.

H ZpL Advka, LoTOPKA yVwoTh w¢ KeOAGvn kat emionua Aaikni 00LaALoTIKA AnpokpaTio Tth ZptL
Advka, glval pla vnolwtikn xwpa otn Notwa Acla. Bpioketat atov IvEiko Qkeavo, VOTLOSUTIKA
TOU KOATIOU TNG BeyyaAng, mou xwpiletat amd tnv wdikn Xepodvnoo amnod tov KOAmo tou Mannar
Kall To otevo Palk. H amootaon petay Kumpou kat Zpt Advka sival epimou 5700 yIALOUETPA.

Sri Lanka total Area is 65,610.2 km2 — Cyprus total Area is 9,251 km2.... So, Sri Lanka is really a
BIG island!

H ouvoAwkn €ktaon tng Zpt Advka sivatl 65.610,2 km2 — H cuvoAlkn €ktaon tng Kumpou sivait
9.251 km2... Etoy, n Zpt Advka eival mpaypatika évo MEFAAO vnoi!

Capitals: Sri Jayawardenepura Kotte is the legislative capital, where laws are decided, and Colombo
is the executive and judicial capital, where laws are administered into the daily life of citizens.

MNpwtevouoeg: H Sri Jayawardenepura Kotte eival n vopoBeTiky MPwTeUOUCA, OTMOU
anodacilovrtal ot vopol, kat to Colombo eival n ekteAeotiki Kal SIKOOTIKA TipwTEVOV A, OTOU
oL vopol epappdlovtal otnv Kabnuepvh {wr Twv TOALTWV.
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No Crusaders or castles as in Europe and the Mediterranean areas, but one of the most
important monuments is the ancient rock fortress of Sigiriya. It located in the northern part of
the island. It is a site of historical and archaeological significance that is dominated by a massive
column of granite approximately 180 m (590 ft) high.

Xwplg oTaupodopoug 1 KACTPA OMWG oTNV Eupwrn Kal TG epLoxEC tng Mecoyeiou, aAAd Eva
Qo TA TILO ONUAVTLKA Uvnueia elval To apyalo Bpaxo dpouplo Sigiriya. Bpioketal oto Bopelo
TUAKA TOU vnolou. Elval évag xWwpog LOTOPLKAG KoL apXaLOAOYLKNG onpoaoiag mou Kuplapyeitot
amo pla tepactia oThAn ypavitn Uoug nepimou 180 pétpwy (590 modia).

‘Eva amod ta onpavtikotepa Hvnueia eival to apyaio Bpayxo dpolplo Sigiriya. Bploketal oTo BOpELO TUAUA
Tou vnaotov. Elval évag xwpoc LoTopLKNG KoL 0pXOLOAOYLIKAC onpooiag mou Kuplapyeitol amd plo tepaotia
otAAN ypavitn UYouc mepimou 180 pétpwy (590 modia).
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According to the ancient Sri Lankan chronicle, this area was once a large forest, then after storms
and landslides it became a hill and was chosen by King Kashyapa (477-495 AD) as his new capital.
He built his palace on top of this rock and decorated its sides with colorful frescoes. On a small
plateau about halfway up the side of this rock he built a gate in the shape of a huge lion. The name
of this place is derived from this structure; Sinhagiri, the Lion Rock.

Juudwva PE To apyaio xpoviko tng Ipt Adavka, to Cllavamsa, autr n EPLOXI NTAV KATTOTE £val
HEYAAO 8A00G, OTn CUVEXELM HETA amd katalyideg kal katoAloBnoelg €ywve Aodog Kot
eTUAEXONKe amo tov Bacidta Kashyapa (477-495 p.X.) wg véa Tou mpwtevouoa. EXTLoE To TaAdrtl
TOu otnv Kopudn oUTOU TOU PBpdaxou Kol SLOKOOUNOE TIG TAEUPEG TOU UE TIOAUXPWHUEG
Tolyoypadieg. 2 Eva HULKPO MAATWA TIEPITOU OTA LOA TNEG MAEUPAC AUTOU TOU BpAxou €XTLoE
pLoL TIOAN O€ OXAMO TEPACTLOU AlovTaploU. To OVOpa auTOU TOU TOTOU TIPOEPXETAL ATTO AUTH TN
doun. Sinhagiri, o Bpdxo¢ Twv Alovtaplwy.
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